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KOCHI: With coronavirus cases in Ernakulam increasing, the authorities

have started taking measures to introduce the third phase of the plan to

tackle the Covid-19 surge. 

The measures to introduce the third phase in Covid fight would kick in

when patient inflow to Covid hospitals increase to 225. The patient inflow

is expected to rise further to 300-600 during the third phase.

As of now, the total number of Covid-19 patients who are undergoing

treatment in various Covid treatment facilities, including private hospitals

is 213 in the district. “We have started taking measures to start the

functioning of a Covid treatment facility at AIMS Community Hall at

Njarackal. Infrastructure and manpower required for operating the facility

are being provided by Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences, Kochi,” an

official with the health department said. 

“It will be the second most important Covid treatment facility in the district after Government Medical College, Ernakulam. There

will be facilities to treat patients who require intensive care as well,” he said. The official also said that they are starting a first-

line Covid treatment centre (FLCTC) at Cial. Asymptomatic and patients with mild symptoms will be admitted to the FLCTC at

Cial. The facility at PVS Hospital will also be used if there is any surge in the number of Covid patients, officials said.

As of now, 30 ICU beds at Government Medical College, Ernakulam are being used. “An ICU unit with a bed capacity of 40 is

ready at the medical college. It will be opened when the need arises. More wards in the medical college also will be used for

treating Covid patients. There will also be a need for treating those under quarantine suffering from non-Covid diseases. Such



patients will also be admitted in the medical college,” sources said.

District administration has decided to constitute enforcement teams to monitor social distancing in each ward of all the local

bodies. Each team would comprise an official from the concerned local body and two volunteers.

The team should monitor whether there is adequate break-the-chain facilities at public places. Monitoring whether the public

wear masks also is the responsibility of the team members.


