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Amritians are the torch bearers and spirit of Amrita! This annual newsletter will bring you 
all the updates - some of the alumni activities, research highlights and news updates from 
Amrita. We also want to encourage you to contribute stories to the newsletter to make it 
more lively for your fellow readers.

In the year 2019, we met a total of 120 alumni 
across 15 cities, covering the countries of 
Australia, Europe, Singapore, USA and Canada. 
Every year our faculty going on international 
tours meet our alumni at different places. A 
lot of our alumni look forward to engaging 
with Amrita and giving back to their alma. 

Also, we invite our international alumni 
to visit us while they are in India to deliver 
technical or motivational guest lectures or 
conduct a workshop for their alma. We had 
three such successful engagement activities 
with our alumni in 2019.

Dr. Raja Sundar gave a technical talk on “Current trends 
in flexible wearables and discussion for Amrita wearable 
research” to our PG and PhD students at Centre for Wireless 
Networks and Applications (Amrita WNA), Amritapuri 
campus in January 2019.

In February 2019, our alumni at the 
University of New Mexico (UNM) 
coordinated and represented 
Amrita in the UNM Global Fair. They 
marketed Amrita’s opportunities 
to the international students who 
visited the UNM Global Fair.

Dr. Prasanth Venugopal Co-chaired two paper sessions of 
Power electronics in the 15th IEEE INDICON international 
conference at Ettimadai. Later he visited the Amritapuri 
campus and delivered two lectures for our PG and PhD 
students from Amrita WNA, AMMACHI Labs, EEE and 
ECE departments. He started with a motivational talk on 
“Research Road Map: Motivational Journey” and then went 
on to give a technical talk on “Wireless Charging of Electric 
Vehicles” in January 2019.

Ms. Anitha Ganesan from Amrita School of Business, 
Ettimadai conducted a workshop on Human Resource 
Management in July 2019. She threw some light on “HR Best 
practices in the US and impact of technology in managing 
international workforce” for the final year MBA students at 
Ettimadai campus. She is currently working as the Director- 
Human Resources at NSS Labs, Texas, USA and has been in 
the field of human resources management for more than a 
decade. Ms. Anitha recruited a couple of final year marketing 
students as interns to conduct social media analysis for a 
very innovative personal project of hers. It was wonderful to 
have her with us!

ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT 2019

ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT 2019 

Meets 2019
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WHAT’S NEW AT AMRITA?

We have set up a network of members 
alumni coordinators across departments, 
schools and campuses in order to make 
alumni engagement more manageable, given 
the ever-growing network! The Center for 
International Programs will oversee the 
engagement activities of the alumni living 

abroad and organise alumni meets during 
the annual tours of our Chancellor. We also 
connect alumni living in the same city, form 
their groups and help them stay in touch by 
encouraging them to meet at the local MA 
centres.

In September 2019, during our Chancellor’s 
66th birthday celebration, a new school 
was launched- the School for Sustainable 

Development. The purpose of this school is to 
take forward the ongoing research projects 
being carried out in the 100+ adopted villages 
of Amrita. Under this school, our Chancellor 
announced 100 E4LIFE International PhD 
Fellowships - Fully funded PhD program 

in Sustainable Development. We will be 
receiving our first cohort of 35 students - a 
mix of international and Indian students under 
this program in May 2020. This is the result 
of our pioneering work through Amrita’s 
flagship program - Live-in-Labs®, launched 
back in 2013. We have made a tremendous 
impact on more than 100 rural communities 
in India through this program.

Volunteering is not new to Amritians and 
there is a lot of community outreach activities 
happening through AYUDH groups, where 
our alumni can participate and contribute in 
whichever way possible. We, at the alumni 

office can give the required information 
regarding this. We will be sharing the list 
of alumni coordinators for the different 
departments, both school-wise and campus-
wise, on the alumni webpage. 

The E4LIFE International PhD Program is a 
highly vibrant program designed in a very 
unique way. We will be proud to consider our 
alumni for candidature under this fellowship 
program. We are all set to achieve greater 

heights of success in the global arena of 
sustainable development through this 
initiative. To know more about this program, 
please visit: www.amrita.edu/program/ph-d-
sustainable-development

Launch of Alumni office

Launch of a new School for Sustainable Development
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We have merged all our University pages to 
a single page. Please click on the LinkedIn 
button below, follow and identify this page in 
your profile description under the Education 

section, so that the built-in alumni tool will 
pick up your data under this page.Soon we 
will be creating various affiliated pages for 
campus-wise schools. 

We are super excited to share this news with 
all of you! Amrita is now one among top 20 
universities in India to be recommended as 
an Institute of Eminence (IoE) by the MHRD 
on par with some of the oldest institutions. 

Not only that, the Times Higher Education 
(THE) World University Rankings 2020 has 
acknowledged Amrita to be the No.1 Private 
University in India. 

We are hiring left, right and center for various 
faculty positions - Professor, Assistant 
and Associate Professor, Adjunct faculty/
Visiting faculty at Amrita! We are looking 
for experts from various disciplines with 
international qualification and/or experience 
- Social Science, Engineering, Economics, 
International studies, Management, 

Sustainability experts etc. As alumni of 
Amrita - you will be given priority over 
other applicants. We are super ready to grab 
you for your skills! Alternatively, you could 
recommend applicants and we will be glad 
to fast track their applications. Please note a 
minimum qualification of PhD is required for 
all faculty positions at Amrita.

Here is a couple of top news from us that could probably make you a little jealous! Wonder 
what that could be? Scroll below to find out:

Amrita announced its entry into a “Letter of Intent (LoI)” 
agreement with the University of Twente (Universiteit 
Twente (UT), Netherlands, to combine strengths and 
enhance Engineering education and research with the 
right blend of scientific excellence and societal benefit. 
The LoI was signed by the Chancellor of Amrita Vishwa 
Vidyapeetham, Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi

Amrita inked a Letter of Intent for one of the largest ever international university collaborations 
in India!

In their endeavor to offer globally relevant 
world-class programs across a broad spectrum 
of disciplines, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham 

and the University of Arizona (UArizona) are 
embarking on a multidisciplinary partnership 
in education and research.

In one of the largest ever international 
university collaborations in India, a Letter 
of Intent (LoI) was signed on December 12, 
2019, by the Chancellor of Amrita Vishwa 

Vidyapeetham, Sri Mata Amritanandamayi 
Devi, and Dr. Liesl Folks, Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, University of 
Arizona.

The LoI seeks to initiate multidisciplinary 
collaborations for the highest standard 
curriculums leading to integrated and dual-
degree programs at the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels. The key disciplines include 
Engineering, Biotechnology, Nanotechnology, 
Social Sciences, Medicine, Public Health, and 

Agriculture. The program will enhance Amrita 
as the study-abroad site for the University 
of Arizona students and vice versa. This will 
engage more than 200 students annually 
for a minimum of one semester at the two-
partner universities.

The LoI proposes to offer ‘Amrita-UT 3+2 
Master I-Tech’ Integrated Program (3+2 
I-Tech program) to Amrita and UT students, 
starting next academic year. Along with the 
agreement for student exchange, viz. Amrita’s 

Live-in-Labs® and UT’s CuriousU Summer 
School program, Amrita is further expanding 
collaborative research work with UT in the 
areas of Risk Management, Pervasive Systems 
and now in Interaction Technology.

(Amma) and Prof. Joost Kok, Dean, Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Mathematics and 
Computer Science (EEMCS), on behalf of UT on October 16, 2019, in Houten, Netherlands.

So what does all this mean or amount to? The 
IoE mandates that Indian universities develop 
innovative programs of high quality that will 
be internationally recognised. We need to 

break into the top 500 universities in the 
THE World University Rankings. Isn’t this an 
achievement for a young university like uis? 

Being the alumni of this great institution that 
stands to deliver value-based education, you 
have a bigger role to play in building Amrita’s 

reputation. There are numerous activities you 
can be a part of, check out the Get Involved 
section below!

LinkedIn update 

Rankings and IoE recommendation from UGC

International Faculty Recruitment

International Collaborations at Amrita

Letter of Intent LoI with University of Twente 

Letter of Intent LoI with University of Arizona
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Get Involved!
Here are some small & big ways to engage with us:

• Let’s mutually benefit through some Talent Branding. We will help you build your image 
that will build ours! It will allow you to attract bigger opportunities, while we get to grow 
our reputation. Get in touch to know more.

• Choose to be a Follower or an Ambassador. Help us with our marketing activities. It could 
be a simple click to like or share our content on social media or a bigger initiative where we 
could sponsor you to represent Amrita at an international university you may be affiliated 
to! Are you a student in an international university? Even better, you could avail a USD 
1000 scholarship from Amrita! Talk to us to find out more. 

• Explore-Collaborate-Champion. Are you a faculty in an international university or an 
industry expert? Either way, we would love to engage with you. Explore the zillions of 
activities happening at Amrita, propose a collaboration or a collaborative effort and we 
will help you champion it! 

• Engage with your alma mater. Online or in-person, there are numerous ways to engage 
with your juniors. Let us know when you visit our campus or just get in touch with us and 
we can look into the possible avenues where you can contribute!

Amrita Center for International Programs
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Amritapuri Campus

Amritapuri, Clappana P. O. 
Kollam - 690 525, Kerala, INDIA

+91-476-280-4159


